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VIEW FROM THE TOWER

Becky Bailey, Editor

Man in the Mirror

| was eleven years old when Michael Jackson was born. Just old enough to realize
that | was living in aworld where al my classmates were white and that there were
radio stations | wasn’'t supposed to tune in. Without much personal access to the house-
hold media which, at the time, consisted of a console world band radio/record player in
the hallway, an AM tuner in the kitchen over which | remember “Pepper Young's
Family” and the clanging and crashing of Fibber McGee's closet, and the car radio
which pretty much stayed tuned to “Push Button One,” | was awhite kid in awhite
world.

But | knew that wasn't the whole story. | knew there were African American kids
living just across the highway from our suburban neighborhood. They went to the
“black” school. | saw them at the gas station and walking down the road. | was so curi-
ous and didn’t understand why we couldn’t play together. | would sneak a wave to little
girls my age when | thought nobody was looking. My sixth grade Weekly Reader often
showed us pictures of African children living on the continent but nothing of black
Americans.

“Why don’t they go to school with us?’ | wanted to know. “Because.” “Because,
why?’ “Because they’'re different.” Now | really wanted to know more.

By the time Michael Jackson was learning to sing and dance with his brothers, |
was learning to change the radio dial. Junior High was liberating; kids were listening to
rock and roll and “Beach Music,” asR & B was called in white circles. The Tams, the
Drifters, James Brown, The Supremes. Portable radios were in vogue and just about
everybody had a collection of 45s, some in little square suitcases that the girls carried to
deep-overs and sock hops. Little Richard, Otis Redding and The Temptations became
the background of our lives. Sweet sounds of The Shireles and The Ronettes played
back to back with Leslie Gore and Connie Frances. Where had this music been all my
life?

It would take a white president and a black preacher to change the world in the
midst of the 1960s. High School seemed to be a series of tragedies and awakenings.
Yet, there was always that sweet, soulful music. | first saw the Jackson Five on Ed
Sullivan. It was almost a decade after | first saw my beloved Beatles on the same show
which by then had become the MTV of the sixties. Rarely, though, had Sullivan fea
tured black artists. The exceptions being Harry Belafonte, Lean Horne and Nat King
Cole. But they were “old” to my generation. It was the Jacksons that caught our atter-
tion. And, Michael was so cute. A happy child singing “ABC/simple as 1-2-3" made it
easy to love him.

During that decade there was college, Vietnam, Civil Rights and Womens
Liberation. Music was everywhere and every genre was message-focused. The cute love
songs morphed into pleas for justice, reconciliation and peace. Black and white artists
alike delivered the messages. We were moving toward a universal language that could
only be expressed in music. MIchael Jackson was on the crest of that wave.

The eighties was clearly his Xanadu. From the quirky “Ben” in the early 70s,
Jackson had stepped outside the mainstream as a songwriter and as an entertainer.
With" Off the Wall,” “Thriller” and “Bad,” he was speaking loudly to a generation that
was losing its way. Peter Pan was pleading for a peaceful world—one that, apparently
was elusive to an entertainer of his stature.

What we have learned of Michael Jackson in the days following his untimely death
now makes sense of the sweet boy who couldn’'t grow up. He was charming and talent-
ed. He was shy and often conflicted. He was black and he was white. He was every-
man. And, at the end of the day, | believe he could ook in the mirror and like the man
he saw there. May he rest in the peace he longed for.

We' re Back!

After a short, summer hiatus, The New Survey is back with what we hope will be a
regularly-appearing source of news for North Columbia. As part of the Eau Claire
Community Council’s outreach effort, The New Survey is not your typical for-profit
newspaper. Published for the most part by a staff of one (me), we always welcome sto-
ries and input from our readers. Though we can't ways cover an event, we are happy
to use stories and pictures you provide. And, if you'd like to assist in any way with
assembling the paper, we' d be more than happy to give you a desk and a phone. Can't
promise much of a salary, but volunteers are aways welcomed. If you'd like to know
more, please call 454-0088 and we'll take it from there.
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A Conversation on
Tax Increment Financing

by Sam Davis
Columbia City Council

Former Mayor Kirkman Finlay and
the City Council members, under his
leadership at the time, decided that aTIF
was hecessary to fix the blight in what is
now called the Vista.
Believeit or not, even then
many doubters said it was
not needed, that it was a
waste of taxpayers' dollars.
History speaks for itself.
The Vista has been trans-
formed.

| am pleased that when
theidea of aTIF was pro-
posed for North Columbia
and the Eastern part of the
city, my two colleagues
Tameika | saac Devine and
E. W. Cromartie expressed
Nno reservations about mov-
ing forward to make it happen. The three
of us are moving through this process as
methodically as we should and commu-
nicating to make sure members of the
Richland One School Board, Richland
County Council and the public are
informed on the front end and will have
the guarantees necessary for atrustwor-
thy partnership.

You have read the news accounts
from one media outlet of what is pro-
posed, resulting in their opinion of why
our proposed TIF is not the way to go.
While the printed reaction to this plan
was not a surprise, the people to whom
this matters the most have responded
positively. When we state the case for
moving forward and not yielding to opin-
ions from those who do not live and pay
taxes in the proposed TIF Digtrict, the
justifications are the same as have been

stated repeatedly ...“ It was good enough
for the VISTA so, why not for other
areas that were not considered when the
original TIF was considered?’

How did we get to where we are now in
the process? InApril, the three of us
presented the proposal for Council’s con-
sideration and Council
voted to direct the City
Manager to have staff
gather al relevant infor-
mation and develop a
proposal for Council’s

" consideration. The

| Central Midlands
Council of Governments
isworking in conjunc-
tion with the City of
Columbiato form a
redevelopment plan.
On August 19, the pro-
posa (including the
boundaries) will be pre-
sented to City Council and we will seek
afavorable vote to move forward. |
encourage each of you in the proposed
boundaries to come and participate in the
discussion.

Why the TIF?

Simply put, the TIF is away to help fund
redevelopment in North Columbia and
the Eastern part of the proposed district.
As we have stated, it will use the tax
increments collected in the redevel op-
ment area itself without raising taxes
throughout the city. It isaway to raise
funds for development, without depleting
general municipal revenues. Use of the
TIF is not only away for the city to spur
economic and residential growth, but
also alow us to make commitments to
the redevelopment of blight, conserva
tion and preservation.

We have worked diligently to place
the focus on North Columbia corridors
(N. Main, Farrow Road, Fairfield and
Monticello Road) and those in the
Eastern part of the proposed district.
There is a commitment to bring
resources, implement the Master Plan,
respond to the results of the Retail Study
and when passed, adhere to the princi-
ples of the TIF.

Including a TIF in the redevel op-
ment initiatives would help:

- Unify the districts through enhanced
employment, and commercial opportuni-
ties.

- Expand the commercial base for the
Project area.

- Improve public facilities and public
infrastructure.

- Encourage the cooperation and partici-
pation of businesses, business persons,
residents and community organizations
in the redevel opment areas.

- Implement design and use standards to
assure high aesthetics and

environmental quality, and provide unity
to developments within the project area.
- Address parcels of property that are of
irregular form and shape, are inadequate-
ly sized for proper usefulness and devel -
opment, and/or are held in multiple own-
ership.

Honest and open partnerships of
TIFs are initiatives that attract and retain
private devel opment through new private
investment. Long trends of static and
lagging property values can aso be
reversed in the target area.

It is important to know that there are
other funding tools we intend to use in
the overall plan in addition to an
approved TIF. We will aso explore other
funding sources that may be available to
us.

We will keep you informed as the
process goes forward and hope you part-
ner with us to make the TIF for North
Columbia and the Eastern part of the city
areality.

Exaptsfrom “Stae’ editorial by Council member Tamea ka | saac Devine

The Renaissance TIF proposed by
myself and other members of City
Council is not only essential but manda-
tory for the growth and development of
our region. The areas targeted in this TIF
are some of the most underdeveloped in
the City of Columbia and will benefit
from public investment that will encour-
age private investment and an increased
tax base that will benefit the entire city
and county.

The characterization of this plan as
the “Robin Hood” effect could not be

further from the truth. First, when one
area of our city flourishes, we all benefit.
Furthermore, the North Columbia areais
hardly less productive. The North
Columbia area of the city is undergoing
its own renaissance and we would be
negligent not to capitalize on the growth
and revitalization of such an important
part of our city to help encourage more
development in that area. The sameis
true for the Innovista Waterfront Park.
Once we can develop this state of the art
park, which is the centerpiece to the

Innovista Master plan, we will send a
strong message that the Innovista will be
areality and we will see private invest-
ment quickly follow.

Transformation in the proposed
areas will not happen overnight but once
the infrastructure is in place, we will
reap the benefits for years to come. An
improvement project, such as this one,
will take time and endurance, but the
incentives offered by the TIF will defi-
nitely deliver outcomes that will far
exceed our expectations.

What is a
TIF?

There has been much discussion in
the past few years about stimulating the
economy in some of Columbia’s poorest
communities. But just what isa TIF?

Tax increment financing (TIF)
allows cities to create specia districts
and to make public improvements (like
water, sewer, roads, etc.) within those
districts that will generate private-sector
development. During the development
period, the tax base is frozen at the pre-
development level. Property taxes con-
tinue to be paid, but taxes derived from
increases in assessed values (the tax
increment) resulting from new devel op-
ment either go into a specia fund created
to retire bonds issued to originate the
development, or to leverage future
growth in the district.

A tax increment financing district is
created by the adoption of a plan for
redevelopment (Master Plan) and a TIF
plan. The assessed value of the property
within the district is then determined
according to the last tax roll and repre-
sents the "original" (pre-redevelopment)
assessed value of the tax increment dis-
trict. Each of the taxing jurisdictions
(City of Columbia, Richland County,
Richland One Schools) continues to
receive their share of the taxes collected
on the assessed valuation that represents
the original assessed value, just as
though the district had never been creat-
ed and there had been no change in the
assessed valuation of the area. When the
original assessed value of the district has
been certified, the municipality may
begin the redevelopment and the tax
increment financing process.

The tax freeze lasts for a defined
period of time, as set forth in the rede-
velopment plan. City leaders are suggest-
ing a 10-year period. At the end of that
period, taxing jurisdictions finaly enjoy
the benefit of increased property values
(and assessed taxes are passed along to
the businesses and residents in the dis-
trict).

Typically, alocality issues bonds to
purchase or acquire by eminent domain
several parcels of blighted property,
clears the land, preparesit for sale by
installing water and sewer improvements
as needed, and sells or givesit to a
developer at less than the locality's cost.
Thisis known as a land writedown. The
bonds' principal and interest are paid by
the tax increments, which are dedicated
to that purpose.
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Seminary Receives Grant
from Cannon Trusts

During March 2009, the Charles A.
Cannon Charitable Trusts (Cannon
Trusts) of Concord, North Carolina,
announced a grant award of $100,000 to
support the operations of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary. The
grant will be applied to the seminary’s
New Life Fund, which provides opera
tional funding for everything from facul-
ty salaries to utility bills.

The CharlesA. Cannon Charitable
Trusts and the Cannon Foundation are
the legacy of the late Charles A. Cannon,
President and Chairman of Cannon Mills
Company for more than 50 years.

Lutheran Theological Southern
Seminary, located in Columbia, South
Caroling, is a seminary of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. Founded in 1830, the seminary
offers three post-graduate theological
degrees for students from multiple
Christian denominations.

RCPL Recognizes Junior
and Teen Volunteers

The Richland County Public Library
recognized more than 150 junior and
teen volunteers on August 6 for their
service to the library.

One junior volunteer from each
RCPL location was named a 2009
Summer Spotlight Volunteer.

Junior Spotlight Volunteers include:
Elizabeth Thompson, The Link,
Ballentine; Clyde Lemoine, Blythewood
Branch; Elizabeth Cote, Cooper Branch;

Hannah Carino, Eastover Branch; Rose
Dubard, Children’s Room, Main Library;
Arthur Wright, North Main Branch;
Valerie Hinsch, Northeast Regional;
Meaghan Law, Sandhills Branch; Taylor
Doggett, Southeast Regional; Lauren
Thomason, St. Andrews Regional; and
Jeremy Smith, Wheatley Branch.

Eight teen volunteers were also rec-
ognized as 2009 Summer Spotlight
Volunteers. Elizabeth Henderson, The
Link, Ballentine; Laurin Beckroge,
Blythewood Branch; William
Boccobello, Cooper Branch; Robert
Taylor, Eastover Branch; Josephine
Fomé, Children’s Room, Main Library;
Paul Lawrence, Northeast Regional;
Trevor Auman, Sandhills Branch; and
Olivia Keck, Southeast Regional.

Two volunteers were recognized
with The President’s Volunteer Service
Award, an initiative of the President’s
Council on Service and Civic
Participation, for their work with RCPL.
Recipients of this prestigious award
include Jared Whiting, the 2009 Junior
Volunteer of the Year, and Nina Shelley.

Brittany Walker, who was named RCPL’s

Teen Volunteer of the Year in April, was
also recognized at the August event.

The Richland County Public Library
relies on volunteers of all ages to maxi-
mize its resources and better serve the
needs of library users. Last year, more
than 800 adults, teens and children con-
tributed more than 16,000 hours, a value
of well over $250,000. For information
about volunteering at RCPL, call 929-
3436 or visit www.myRCPL.com
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More than 100 indicted in midlands

drug case

United States Attorney W. Walter
Wilkins announced on August 12 that six
federal indictments were unsealed in
which 108 individuals were charged with
various federal drug, weapon, and immi-
gration violations. Joining Mr. Wilkins
for the announcement was FBI Special
Agent in Charge Dave Thomas, US
Bureau of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Assistant Special Agent in
Charge Ken Burkhart, SLED Director
Reggie Lloyd, Richland County Sheriff
Leon Lott, Lexington County Sheriff
James Metts, and Columbia Police Chief
Tandy Carter.

Agents began executing arrest war-
rants that day, and those taken into cus-
tody began appearing in federal court in
Columbia that afternoon.

In May 2008, the FBI-led Columbia
Violent Gang Task Force began an
investigation into street gang and drug
trafficking activity in the Ridgewood
neighborhood of Columbia. Agents made
numerous controlled purchases of crack
cocaine and eventually the FBI obtained
court authorized wiretaps. Those wire-
taps uncovered a vast drug conspiracy
across the Midlands, leading to a group
of Mexican drug suppliers operating in
Lexington County. As the investigation
continued, the Task Force learned that
this drug cell was connected to other
cellsin Atlanta and North Carolina, who
were also receiving their cocaine from
Mexico.

In late spring, 18 individuals were
arrested on these charges and a total of 9
federal search warrants were executed.
Thus far, the investigation has resulted in
the seizure of approximately $568,927 in
cash, 18 kilograms of cocaine, 6 pounds
of marijuana, a kilogram of crack
cocaine, and 33 firearms. Of those 18

individuals previously arrested, 11 are
illegal aliens from Mexico.

Wilkins said the individuas each
face a mandatory minimum of ten years
imprisonment and a maximum of life
imprisonment and a fine of $4,000,000.
Many of the individuals face substantial -
ly higher penalties due to prior felony
drug convictions.

The case was investigated by
agents of the FBI-led Columbia Violent
Gang Task Force, which is comprised of
agents from the FBI, Columbia Police
Department, Richland County Sheriff's
Department, South Carolina Law
Enforcement Division, and the South
Carolina National Guard Counter Drug
Unit. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) also assisted. The
case has been assigned to Assistant
United States Attorneys Stacey D.
Haynes and Mark C. Maore of the
Columbia office for prosecution.

The United States Attorney stated
that al chargesin these Indictments are
merely accusations and that all defen-
dants are presumed innocent until and
unless proven guilty.

Law enforment reports there are
additional persons being sought in con-
nection with these indictments. If anyone
knows their whereabouts, tipsters can
anonymously text, email or phone their
tips to:www. midlandscrimestoppers.com,
or
Text "TIPSC plus your message' to
CRIMES (274637), or call 1-888-
CRIMESC.

Your tip could earn you a cash
reward of up to $1000.

For pictures of fugitives still being
sought by law enforcement, visit
www.columbiapd.com

Residents invited to speak out and learn more about
new stormwater ordinances in September

During the month of September
Richland County Government is hosting
a series of public forums to educate citi-
zens and address their concerns about
proposed ordinances intended to protect
water quality in Richland County.

During the forums, county staff will
explain why the county is employing
the use of buffers and proposing that
yard debris (placed out for curbside col-
lection) be bagged.

Meetings will be held each Thursday
in September from 7:00-8:30 pM. at
the following locations:

September 3 - Ballentine Community
Center, 1009 Bickley Rd.

September 10 - Richland County
Administration Building (4th Floor
Training Room), 2020 Hampton St.
September 17 - Adult Activity Center,
7494 Parklane Rd.

September 24 - Region 1 Sheriff
Substation (Lower Richland), 2615
Lower Richland Blvd.

For more information, contact the
Richland County Office of Public
Information at 803-576-2065 or e-mail
pio@rcgov.us
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Hyatt Park principal recognized by Dlstrlct One for service in 2009

Hyatt Park Elementary School
Principal Liz Eason was presented the
2009 Stevenson Award of Excellence by
Richland Onein April. In recognition of
her outstanding efforts in promoting vol-
unteerism at the school, Eason was hon-
ored at an annual reception to recognize
school volunteerism.

Volunteers were honored in eight
awards categories at the event:

2009 Volunteer Group of the Year:
Fort Jackson Soldiers of 1st Battalion,
13th Infantry Regiment, Burnside
Elementary School. Despite their busy
schedules, these Fort Jackson drill ser-
geants of the 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry
Regiment visit Burnside Elementary
School once aweek to read, talk, lunch
and spend time with students, resulting
in an improvement in student reading
and behavior.

2009 Volunteer of the Year: James
Boggs, H.B. Rhame Elementary School
James Boggs has made a positive differ-
ence in the lives of numerous children at
H.B. Rhame Elementary School and in
the surrounding community through
tutoring, mentoring and involvement in
Kid's Café at St. Andrew’s Baptist
Church.

2009 Partner of theYear: St. John
Baptist Church (Watkins-Nance

Hyatt Park Elementary School Principal Liz Eason was presented with Richland
One’s 2009 Stevenson Award of Excellence. Pictured are (front row) Helen
Schumpert, (back row, left to right) Richland One School Commissioners Jamie
Devine and Dr. Jasper Salmond, along with Superintendent Emeritus Dr. John
R. Stevenson, Principal Liz Eason, Commissioner Vince Ford and

Superintendent Dr. Percy Mack.

Elementary School)

Each week members of St. John Baptist
Church serve as Lunch Buddies, men-
tors, tutors and classroom assistants at
Watkins-Nance Elementary. In addition,
the church gives first-year teachers
money to purchase classroom materials

to enhance student academic instruction.

(This award recognizes a business or
community group that has made signifi-

cant contributions to a school.)

2009 Sam Hopkins Volunteer
Administrator of theYear: Mary
Frances Koon, C. A. Johnson
Preparatory Academy

In addition to the school volunteer pro-
gram, Mary Frances Koon, parent coor-
dinator at C.A. Johnson Preparatory
Academy, has organized numerous

school programs, events and projects
including the Parent Cluster Walk,
Holiday Toy Appreciation Drive,
Parents’ Workshop and Training
Sessions, the “Grapevine” parent
newsletter and the Parent VIP (Very
Involved Parent) Tree. (This award rec-
ognizes a paid staff person who coordi-
nates his’her school volunteer program)

2009 Volunteers with the Most
Hours Collectively. Three volunteers
have provided more than 2,970 hours of
service to Richland One schools. They
are: Annette Folk, Carver-Lyon
Elementary School, 2009 Elementary
School Volunteer with the Most Hours;
Monika Zambrana, Southeast Middle
School, 2009 Middle School Volunteer
with the Most Hours; and Sheila
Mazyck, Lower Richland High Schooal,
2009 High School Volunteer with the
Most Hours.

Named for former Richland One
Superintendent Emeritus Dr. John R.
Stevenson who served as the district’s
superintendent from 1986-1994, the
Stevenson Award of Excellence recog
nizes an outstanding principa who pro-
motes volunteerism.

More than 3,000 volunteers gave
over 100,000 hours in volunteer time to
District One schools this past year.

Columbia College Honor s Trustee Leonard Price, Names New Athletic Pavilion

Columbia College hosted a
grand opening of The Leonard
Price Athletic Pavilion on May
7, honoring benefactor and
trustee Leonard Price. The
Leonard Price Athletic Pavilion
is the newest addition to the
Columbia College athletic com-
plex located on Carola Avenue,
near the campus in the Eau
Claire community. The facility
features locker rooms, restrooms,
aconcession stand, atraining
room, and an upper level pavil-
ion overlooking the College's
softball field, the soccer field
and future tennis courts.

Columbia College president, Dr.
Caroline Whitson, remarked, “The
Leonard Price Athletic Pavilion is so

Dr. Caroline Whitson presents Leonard Price with a
memento of the grand opening of the Price
Pavillion.

appropriately named in tribute to a gen-
tleman whose support as a trustee and
donor has been transformative for the
College.”

Price, chairman of Budweiser of
Spartanburg, has served as a Columbia
College trustee since 2003 and cites his
passion for education as his primary rea-
son for supporting projects such as the
pavilion.

A member of the College’s “million
dollar roundtable” of donors, Price
has rallied new support for the pavilion
project over the past year. “I know this
facility will help attract new students to
the College,” Price said at the dedication,
adding, “I am a believer in women’s edu-
cation and hope my contributions can
elevate College programs for future suc-

ess.” Price has four daughters, one of
whom is a Columbia College alumna.
Kay Price Phillips ‘65 currently serves
on the board of visitors.

Columbia College is a private liberal

arts women's college related to

the United Methodist Church with a
legacy of developing women leaders
possessing the courage, commitment,
confidence and competence to build a
better world. In addition to the Women’s
College, coeducational evening

and graduate programs are offered.
Enrollment is 1500 students from 23
states and 20 countries. Columbia
College is also home to the Leadership
Institute and the Alliance for Women, a
network of colleges, universities, govern-
ment agencies, non-profit organizations,
corporations, and individuals dedicated
to working together to bring about posi-
tive changes that will improve the lives
of all South Carolinians. For more infor-
mation about Columbia College visit
www.columbiasc.edu
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Eau Claire/North Columbia
Nelghborhood A ssociations

Regular meeting times and places are listed below. For meeting dates of non-regularly
meeting groups, please call the contact person listed. If you are not sure which neighbor -
hood association you belong to, contact the Eau Claire Community Council at 691-1168.

Ardincaple
Willie Harriford, 252-0209
Quatrterly, St. Mark UMC

Belmont Community Group
Sam Pringle, 754-5978
3rd Monday, New Jerusalem
Interdenom., 1003 Colleton

Booker Washington Heights
Katheryn Bellfield, 765-9347
2nd Thursday, 7:00 pMm.
Bellfield Cultural Arts Center

Broad River Heights
Jordan D. Smith, 786-1249
1st Tuesday, 7:00 p.Mm.
Clement Road Church of God

Burton Heights/Standish Acres
Neighborhood
Edna Harrison, 754-5444
2nd Tuesday, 12:00 NOON
Eau Claire Community
Council, 830 Wildwood Ave.

Byrneswood Community
Charlie Bowden Jr., 254-6675
2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM.
Eau Claire Print Building

CABB Island
Cindy Rhoades, 691-4685

College Place Community
Dawn Stoner, 691-4319
3rd Thursday, 7:00pP.m.
College Place UMC

Colonial Heights
Bruce Sanders, 252-5266
3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM.
Family Worship Center
3600 Colonial Drive

Colonial Park
Wilie Mae Belton, 786-6268
3rd Tuesday, 7:00 P.M.
ECCC, 830 Wildwood Ave.

Colonial West
Johnnie Mae Wheeler
754-4430
3rd Monday, 6:00 p.m.

Concerned Citizens Club

of Farrow Terrace
Paul Wade, 754-0540
1st Thursday, 6:00 p.Mm.
Greenview Park

Denny Terrace
Lawrie Sikkema, 691-0410
3rd Tuesday, 7:00 p.Mm.
Denny Terrace
Community Center

ECCO
Jim Prater, 252-8499
3rd Thursday, 6:00 p.Mm.
Reformation Lutheran Church

Elmwood Park
Peter Korper, 727-3486
1st Monday, 7:00 p.Mm.
Logan Elementary School

Ensor Forest Senior Complex
Debra Finch, Mgr., 765-9515
Meets with Seminary Ridge

Fairwold Acres/Harlem Heights
Sharon Caughman, 786-9832
2nd Tuesday, 6:00 pP.m.

Farrow Hills Improvement
Jorie Steadman, 754-2433
1st Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Forest Heights
Lois Culler, 754-6191
2nd Monday, 6:00 Pm.
Haskell Heights Baptist Church

Gable Oaks Tenants Association
Mary Myers, 661-9161
Gable Oaks Apartments

Golden Acres
Ms. Boyd, 754-5247
3rd Monday, 7:00 pPM.
Volume One Beauty Salon
Jones Street

Highland Park
Dr. John Stevenson, 754-8242
B-monthly, 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 p.Mm.
Gils Creek Baptist Church

Hyatt Park Neighborhood
Gail Baker, 929-3005
1st Tuesday, 7:00pP.Mm.
Eau Claire Print Building

Lincoln Park
Dyann White
254-7254
2nd Friday, 7:00 p.m.
ECCC Council House

North 21 Terrace
Bernard Burns, 760-6405
Bi-monthly, 1st Wednesday,
6:00 p.M., Belmont Baptist Ch.

North Columbia Civic Club
Harriett Gardin Fields, 754-0124
2nd Monday, 7:00 pPm.
Greenview Baptist
Church

Northwood Hills
Christie Savage, 786-1562
1st Monday,7:00 pm. (Sept. 14)
Alcorn Middle School

Prescott Terrace
Maude Christopher, 754-2347
Quarterly

Ridgewood/Barony Neighborhood
Mildred Johnson
786-0450
2nd Thursday, 7:00 PMm.
Holloway House

Riverview Terrace
Keith Staton, 933-0933

Ryan Community
Dr. Martha Brown, 740-1944
1st Thursday, 6:30 PM.
4311 Ryan Avenue

Seminary Ridge
Dr. Julius Carroll, 461-3216
Tuesdays 7:00 PMm.
Reinartz Hall, Southern Sem.

Starks Terrace
Hubert Williams, 754-6223
2nd Monday, 7:30 PM.
Dennis Chapel Church

Willowbrook
Marlene Neal, 254-1429

Windemere Springs
Rhett Anders, 238-5684
1st Monday, 6:30 P.M.
Locations TBA

Columbia Council of Neighborhoods
Tige Watts. 776-2667
4th Thursday, 5:30 pPm.
Eau Claire Print Bldg.
www.columbianeighborhoods.org

Visit ECCC online at
www.eauclairecommunity.org

Notice to Neighborhood Presidents: Please contact The New Survey at 454-0088 for corrections.
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Eau Claire
Community Council

News

by Henry T. Hopkins
Executive Director

Promises, Promises,

Promises

It was twenty years ago that City
Council approved itsfirst
Redevelopment Plan for Eau Claire and
North Columbia. Following years of eco-
nomic decline, many community leaders,
myself included, came together to pres-
ent a clear vision of how we wanted Eau
Claire and North Columbiato grow. The
Green Book, as it was called, proposed a
three-part plan: the creation of a develop-
ment corporation to be tasked with secur-
ing development opportunities, the
empowerment of an umbrella organiza-
tion to unite the neighborhoods in the
community, and aTax Increment
Financing (TIF) plan to generate
resources to allow the community to
progress.

Though some would say that two out
of three ain't bad, Eau Claire and North
Columbia has propped itself up on this
two-legged stool for long enough.

For twenty years the Eau Claire
Development Corporation which has
independently leveraged financing for a
variety of outstanding devel opment proj-
ects in North Columbia, and the Eau
Claire Community Council which has
seen our neighborhood organizations
grow from seven in 1989 to 41 today,
have lived on broken promises for along
time. Are we being offered yet another
one?

It looks good on paper
The proposed Renaissance TIF being
pitched to include North Columbiaisa
hopeful sign that resources and incen-
tives for business and residential growth
may finally be on the way. But as we
look back on more than twenty years of
projects including the VISTA, Five
Points, Celia Saxon, Read Street,
Rosewood Commons, Downtown Main
Street, Olympia—all projects that were
accepted with a promise that “North
Columbiais next”—I can’t help but be
cynical. | can’t help but question the

many “partners’ this Renaissance TIF
includes, particularly communities that
have aready benefitted from substancial
backing from government and infuential
private sources. When will it truly be
“our time?’

On December 1, 2005, the F.A.
Johnson Consulting Group presented to
City Council a Master Plan for the
“Villages of North Columbia.” Many of
you took your time to express your views
at meetings throughout the area and at
Columbia College. Just like the Green
Book of 1989, this plan seemsto have
taken its sad place on the same dusty
shelf.

After waiting so long, North
Columbia should be first in line, not just
a“partner.” A North Columbia
Renaissance TIF to include communities
in North Columbia from Two Notch to
Broad River would stimulate economic
opportunity where it is most needed. Yet,
we are being asked again to include
Downtown, East Columbia, Innovista. It
isall well and good to “benefit the entire
city” as has been said of the proposed
TIF, but | would like to suggest that
“what is good for North Columbia, IS
good for the entire city.”

It is still doubtful that Richland
District One and Richland County will
sign off ona TIF of thissizein such a
tight budget year. If that turns out to be
the case, | would propose that a capital
project for North Columbia that could
stand alone such as the Five Points,
VISTA and Olympia projects did, would
bein our best interest.

Let us know how you feel. We will
further address this issue at our August
25 Quarterly Meeting.

Decision Time in Eau
Claire and North
Columbia

Since 1989, the Eau Claire
Community Council has striven to be a
resource center and central clearinghouse
for programs and issues that affect all of

the 35,000 citizens of North Columbia.
With active and creative board members
and dedicated community leaders, we
have enjoyed many successes as a unify-
ing force for change and improvement in
our growing community. But with suc-
cess, comes more change.

Our diversity has long been our
strength in Eau Claire and North
Columbia. Yet, with the passage of time,
it appears that our communities are
becoming segregated along cultural, eth-
nic and economic lines. | am concerned
that, instead of working together as a
unified whole, are we again isolating our
communities into separate camps, each
with different agendas that do not
include avision for thewhole. Asa
result, of the 41 member organizations of
the Council, only a handful are directly
involved in Council programs and in
securing the future of North Columbia.

Some community leaders have told
me that the Council is no longer neces-
sary to meet the needs of their communi-
ties, that individually, they have learned
the system, know whom to talk with, and
know how to resolve their community

issues internally. To that | say,
“Wonderful!” We have accomplished so
much in our 20 years that communities
have been empowered to take the lead.

But | also say, but what of your
neighbors? What of those communities
that may not be as blessed as you with
talent and resources? If but one of our
communitiesisin need, the rest of us
must pitch in to help. No man, and no
community, is an island. What is good
for one neighborhood group is good for
the whole of North Columbia.

On May 30, the North Columbia
community welcomed visitors from
throughout the Midlands and the state to
aunique arts and community event, Ribs
& Renaissance. Many of you were
involved in the planning of this citywide
event meant to showcase North
Columbia as a great place to live, work
and visit. We would like to see more
events of thistype, just as we would like
to see our Council grow to provide the
services and support we were chartered
to provide.

See ECCC Page 11

ECCC meeting dates for 2009

Quarterly Meetings:

Quarterly meetings are open to all
neighborhood residents and are a forum
to discuss community issues. If you
would like to be placed on the agenda,
please call 691-1168.

Quarterly meetings for 2009

August 25
November 17

All meetingsareheld a 6:30 PM. & the
Eau Claire Pxint Building, 3907 Ernsor
Avenue, unless atherwi s nated.

Executive Council Meetings

The Executive Council is made up
of neighborhood presidents and officers
of the Eau Claire Community Council.
The monthly meetings are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30-
9:00 PM. at the Eau Claire Community
Council, 830 Wildwood Avenue unless
otherwise noted.

Upcoming EC meeting dates
for 2009:
September 15
October 20
November 17

Alvin Hinkle Acting President
Keith Mclver President-Elect
Becky Bailey Secretary
Dyann White Treasurer

Christie Savage Membership Chair
Bruce Sanders Business Development 252-5266
Becky Bailey Public Information Chair 454-0088

Eau Claire Community Council Contacts
Henry Hopkins Executive Director

691-1168
786-0890
799-0700
454-0088
252-7254
786-1562

434-6742

338-9738

Contact ECCC viae-mail at Hpkinseauclaire@aol.com

www.eauclairecommunity.org
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North Columbia residents Step out for
prevention in August

Hundreds of North Columbia

residdents stepped out into ] : _ oy

the hot August night air for a _ 3 TR k‘& ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
few hours on August 4 to : ) gk i e

show solidarity against crime. 3 T e ALG S MATIONAL KIGHT OUT &-2 PR

As part of the nationwide -, : ! £ .
National Night Out festivities, . ol B LT g I T, o |7 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
neighborhood groups gath- e o il e L e

ered at schools, in parks and
in neighbors' yards for food
and fellowship. Each had a
clear message: Crime-free
communities is everybody’s
business. Pictured are just
some of the activities around
North Columbia.

A BN DL

k

|

Pictured Top clockwise from left: College
Place neighbors gather at Arden School
for their event; Hyatt Park residents enjoy
the shade of Lincoln Park and then ven-
ture into the night for a “flashlight” stroll;
Lincoln Park neighbors met at the home
of Janet Jones (center); Wilbur Tucker
(right) and James Hall enjoy the night
with their neighbors in Burton Heights
and Standish Acres; Rep. Joe McEachern
returns to his former County Council dis-
trict to visit with Denny Terrace neighbor
Pat Paschal; the Denny Terrace
Community Center hosted families and
friends from the area including Ruth
Johnson, Elsie Galloway and Marie
Brant.
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crime

Ringing in a new era for historic
African-American school

For nearly twenty years Rebecca
Monteith stood in the front yard of the
school that bore her family name, and
welcomed her students to classin the
old one-room, clapboard schoolhouse.
Like her mother before

secured a number of artifacts from the
former BTW High School for display.
“These items represent arich history of
achievement at BTW,” Starks told
members of the Foundation who toured

Starks hopes to piece together a*“day in
the life” of students who once attended
the Monteith School. Already, the proj-
ect has collected several old school
desks and is seeking other items that

her, Monteith was deter-
mined to “make you be
somebody,” former stu-
dent Esther Ruth Butler
Sims would recall
decades later asthe
school began itslong
journey into the modern
world.

Since 1998, former
students, community
members, and historic
and preservation groups
have joined forces to
restore the post-Civil
War era building so that
future generations might
enjoy a unique glimpse

into the past. Beginning

with a move from its
original location on
North Main Street, to a
site just blocks away,
next to the Greenview
Fire Station, the old
building faced many
structural challenges
before emerging as the
handsome, red-roofed
structure now awaiting
its first students.

Indeed, much prepa-
ration is under way to
outfit the restored build-
ing with historical docu-

Top: Members of the Booker T.
Washington High School Foundation
pose with the school bell donated to
the Booker T. Washington/Monteith
Cultural Center. Pictured are con-
sultant Karen Starks, Henry T.
Hopkins, Mrs. Johnson, Martha
Monteith and Al Griffin.

Right Historic Consultant Karen
Starks (left) shares documentation
with USC Professor Craig Kridel (far
right) who presented the bell to the
group.

Below Right Consultant Karen
Starks shows visitors a display case
housing tropies from the former

ments and memorabilia  Booker T. Washington High School
from the former Booker  atthe BTW/Monteith Cultural

T. Washington High Center.
School whose alumni

today take the lead in restoration and
educational efforts.

With amission to transition the
structure into a living classroom and
historic archive for African-American
education during the era of Jim Crow
(1876-1964), the BTW High School
Foundation, the Eau Claire Community
Council, Richland One, Richland
County Conservation Commission and
Historic Columbia have collaborated on
the project since its beginnings.

During the past year, historic con-
sultant Karen Starks has been research-
ing documentation from the era and,
with the help of Richland One, has

the building this sum-
mer.

Originally opened
as “New Hope,” the
school was closed in
1914 and reopened in

1921 by Rachel Hull
Monteith. Similarly, Booker T.
Washington High School was opened in
Columbiain 1916, the only black high
school in the area at the time. Students
from Monteith either attended BTW or
other private schools in the area.
Through interviews with former
students and collaborations with
Richland One curriculum specialists,

would have been used during the time.
Earlier this summer, USC professor and
curator of the Museum of Education
Craig Kridel presented a cast iron
school bell to be used at the site.

For more information on the
Booker T. Washington/Monteith
Cultural Center, call Karen Starks at
530-9568 or starkskv@yahoo.com.
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North Columbia Worship Centers

Antioch Baptist

Arise Christian Center
Ascension Lutheran
Bethlehem Baptist
Capital City Church
Chosen 2 Conquer
Christ Center Pentecostal
Christ’s Lutheran
Church of Christ
College Place UMC
Cola.Cal. Dr. Church of God
Community CME
Camunity Mem Churchd Gad
Denny Terrace Baptist
Eau Claire Baptist

Eau Claire Presbyterian
Emanuel Church
Ephesus SDA

Family Worship Center
Francis Burns UMC

Full Gospel Center

Gill Creek Baptist

God's Churdh of Deliverance
Good News Gogpel Outreach

Grace Christian Church

Greater Carolina Baptist Ch.
Greater Faith United Baptist

Greater St. Luke Baptist
Greenview First Baptist
Haskell Heights Baptist

Haskell Heights Prog. Bapt.

Holy Mission of Faith
I. DeQ. Newman UMC
Jehovah Baptist

Rev. Dr. Albert A. Neal
Patasbhn& TrythiniaBodkat
Rev. Ron Brown

5715 Koon Road
7020 Frost Avenue
827 Wildwood Avenue

Rev. Anthony A. McCallum 1028 Eastman Street

Pastor Ned Crosby

Pastor Pedro Maldonado
Rev. Scott Smith

Rev. Anne Christiansen
Brother Fred Turner

Rev. Tiffany Knowlin
Rev. Willie Sutton

Rev. Joiquim Barnes
Supt. James McKenney
Rev. Brett DeYoung

Rev. James A. Goudel ock
Pastor Brandon Cranshaw
Rev. Ricky Jackson

Rev. Carl Nesmith

Pastor Derrick Hutchins

4600 Monticello Road
7910 Monticello Road
623 Oakland Avenue
1323 Winyah Drive
5889 Ames Road

4801 Colonia Drive
4702 Jones Street

4317 Ridgewood Avenue
4727 Roberts Street
6324 Dorchester Street
4427 North Main Street
629 Wildwood Avenue
1641 Blue Ridge Terrace
7709 Wilson Boulevard
3600 Colonial Drive

Rev. Dr. Thomas Bowman 5616 Farrow Road

Pastor Dana A. Holmes
Rev. Reginald T. Burdon
Pastor Milton H. Moshy
Rev. Eddie Guess
Pastor Aaron Bishop
Rev. Carey L. Hopkins
Rev. Charles E. Graham
Rev. Michael H. Baker
Rev. Johnny C. Owens
Pastor Glen Wigfall
Pastor Charles E. Epps
Elder Isaac Dash

Rev. Augustus Rogers
Rev. S.E. Marshall

Kingdom Builders Ministries Rev. Joseph English

Life Giving Outreach

Life Trandormers Word Min.

Masjid As-Salaam

Mt. Olive Baptist

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist
New Day Baptist

New Hope Deliverance

New Jerusalem Interdenom.

New Laurel St. Baptist

New St. Thomes Refuge Episc.

New Williams St. Baptist
Northminister Presbyterian
Refuge Temple

Reid Chapel AME
Ridgewood Baptist
Second Calvary Bapt. Ch.
Second Chance Universal
St. John Baptist

St. John UMC

St. Paul Baptist

Stedfast Christian Center
Stover Chapel AME
Spirit of Truth Christian
Temple Zion Baptist
Village of Hope

Zion Cannan Baptist

Pastor Henry A. Cleare

6015 N. Main Street
2116 Cushman Drive
3950 Clement Road
605 Alcott Drive

5010 Monticello Road
1419 Anthony Avenue
119 Crawford Road
5228 Farrow Road

101 Isaac Street

1231 Blue Ridge Terrace
1323 Townsend Street
131 Duke Avenue

7801 Wilson Boulevard
1540 Frye Road

5320 Fairfield Road
6101 North Main Street

Pagtor T. LavVem Manigault 3801 River Drive

Imman Omar Shaheed
Rev. Norman E. Curly
Pastor Leon R. Dickerson
Rev. Ray Hoskins
Pastor Mary Burton
Pastor Diana M. James
Rev. Charles Jackson Jr.
Rev. George C. McCray
Rev. Allen Jacobs Jr.
Rev. Richard F. Dozier
Bishop W.L. Bonner
Rev. Dr. Norvell Goff Sr.
Pastor Fred Coit

Rev. Carl R. Wells
Bishop Dr. Ronald Foxe
Rev. Jamey O. Graham
Rev. Rudolph Barnes, Jr.
Rev. Bobby G. Watkins
Rev. Sam Goodwin

Rev. Kirk Bellesen
Pagor MaausR Shive S.
Rev. AndreT. Mélvin
Pastor Charles Austin Sr.
Rev. Bobby L. Smith

5119 Monticello Road
1700 Blue Ridge Terrace
9300 Farrow Road
4201 Abington Avenue
4005 Monticello Road
1003 Colleton Street
5214 Fairfield Road
5709 Ames Road

5408 Middleton Street
6718 David Street
4450 Argent Court

704 Gabriel Street
5326 Ridgeway St.
1110 Mason Road

99 Duke Avenue

3404 West Beltline Blvd.
1700 Houston Street
4517 North Main Street
5200 Fairfield Road
1450 Geraldine Road
301 Sunset Drive

1174 Heyward Brockington

3000 River Drive
7820 Farrow Road

786-0110
735-0222
786-6429
754-1890
771-0092
691-0962
754-1819
735-0880
786-5925
754-5342
754-1389
771-4739
786-2524
754-4432
786-7769
252-9296
786-2766
786-2800
736-1184
754-1760
754-0786
754-6616
931-0057
786-6902
754-8844
252-3845
735-0631
754-6000
786-2839
754-6554
691-9724
779-3856
786-9894
786-2112
333-9036
786-0088
467-1390
252-9477
353-2275
788-4563
237-7159
799-5507
714-0306
786-5924
691-0611
735-0140
754-1812
754-9420
786-0701
786-4017
714-9668
929-3838
254-4170
754-4588
732-9488
786-9129
754-0048
771-8933
754-0933
931-0180
935-0132

The New Survey

Harriet Gardin Fields

Former Richland
County Councilwoman
Harriet Gardin Fields
passed away
Thursday, April 23,
2009. A resident of
the Greenview com-
munity, Fields served
on Council from
1989-1997 and was
chair in 1994 and
1997. At the time of her death, she was
president of the North Columbia Civic
Club.

Elected during a pivotal timein the
county when Richland Couty Council
realigned to single-member districtsin
1988, she was one of the first African-

Americans elected under the new system.

Instrumental in the SC Technical
College system and community colleges

throughout the US, Ms. Fields was Vice
chair of the Midlands Technical College
Commission and had been recently elect-
ed to the Diversity Committee of the
Association of Community College
Trustees (ACCT).

Among her many civic activities,
Ms. Fields was a dedicated volunteer in
her neighborhood and with the Eau
Claire Community Council and the
Columbia Council of Neighborhoods.
She served on the North Main Street
Advisory Committee and was a devoted
member of Francis Burns United
Methodist Church.

Ms. Fields was predeceased by her
husband Avery C. Fields Sr. (Chuck).
Sheis survived by her son Avery C.
Fields Jr. (Chucky), two grandchildren
and a host of loving family, friends and
neighbors.

Charlie Bowden Jr.

Neighborhood president Charlie
Bowden passed away on July 13. Born
and raised in Lumberton, NC, he contin-
ued his education at Midlands Technical
College and retired from the United
States Army after 22 years of honorable
service. A veteran of the Viet Nam con-
flict, Bowden was a recipient of the
Purple Heart. He was also a member of
the Prince Hall Masons.

As president of the Byrneswood
Neighborhood in Eau Claire, he helped
foster growth in his community and was
afaithful leader in the betterment of the
North Columbia community.

Mr. Bowden is survived by his wife
Mary, children Cynthia (Samuel)
Franklin, Charlette Bowden, Wanda
Bowden and Phillip (Katherine)
McMillian.

Visit area churches on line:

Eau Claire Presbyterian - www.ECPChurch.org
Frances Burnes UMC - www.gbgm-umc.org/fbumc/

Grace Christian Church - www.gccofsc.org

Magjid as-Salaam - www.pluralism.org/research/profiles/display.php?profile=69024
Ridgewood Missionary Baptist - www.ridgewoodbaptistchurch.com

St. John Baptist Church - www.sai ntjohnbapti stchurch1908.com/

Stedfast Christian Center - www.stedfastcc.org/

To be included in this listing, please call 454-0088

Send your Church News to
TheNew Survey « 830 Wildwo od Avenue » Columhbig SC 29203
E-mal: thenewarvey @ad .com « Phone: 454-0088
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GCaormunity Mediation Center raaogizes “bridge buillders a annud fee

More than 100 people gathered to
showcase and celebrate the selfless

the work of the Community Mediation
Center (CMC) and as a venue for the

efforts of two McKay
South Carolina Brabham
trailblazers for Building
racial justice at Bridges
an event spon- Award cere-
sored by the mony. The
Community award was
Mediation Center established
on Tuesday, to recognize
April 28. and honor
Milton the contribu-
Kimpson and tions of indi-
James L. viduasin
Solomon, Jr. South
received the Carolina
2009 McKay Dr. Milton Kimpson (second from left), accepts  who have
Brabham Building the 2009 McKay Brabham Building Buidges transcended
BridgesAward at Award. Also pictured are his wife, Wilhelminia, barriers of

the 6th annual and their sons, Milton and Mark. Also receiving socia class,
Building Bridges the award was James L. Solomon Jr. belief systems,
Celebration which race, and gen-

was held at The Hall at Canal and Senate
in the Congaree Vista.
The annual event serves to celebrate

der in order to promote justice and rec-
onciliation.
Kimpson and Solomon are close

friends who reside in Eau Claire and are
dedicated members of St. John Baptist
Church. Kimpson, aretired educator and
civil servant, is a past recipient of South
Carolina’ s prestigious Order of the
Palmetto. Solomon, also aretired educa-
tor and two-time recipient of the Order
of the Palmetto, was the first African
American graduate student at the
University of South Carolina. Both men
are staunch advocates for justice who
have bridged race relations in our com-
munities and worked tirelessly to pro-
mote racial equality and socia change.

Kimpson said he considers the work
he has done to be human relations.

“God directed me to be a person who
believed in people, who could work with
people,” he said.

“1 thought the evening was extraor-
dinary,” said Beth Padgett, Executive
Director of CMC. “The genuine appreci-
ation that people have for these two dis-
tinguished South Carolinians was evident
in the room that night through the smiles
and hugs and hardy handshakes. Itis

rare that you see so many people so
happy to be together. It was atrue cele-
bration!”

The McKay Brabham Building
Bridges award, which the Community
Mediation Center established in 2005,
honors the life and work of the Reverend
A. McKay Brabham, Jr., a United
Methodist minister and native South
Carolinian who promoted racial reconcil-
iation and justice.

The Community Mediation Center
offers free and low-cost conflict resolu-
tion services to the Midlands community.
The mission of the CMC isto help indi-
viduals and organizations resolve con-
flict, improve relationships and strength-
en community. CMC provides a non-
adversarial process for people to resolve
their disputes quickly, confidentially, and
inexpensively through the use of trained
volunteer mediators.

Submitted by
the Community Mediation Center

North Columbia business leaders organize to
spur commerce in the area

Thirty North Columbia business
leaders have joined together to encourage
the growth of commerce in the area

The North Columbia Business
Association, established in February, will
be an advocate for area businesses and
work to help them acquire resources and
to increase overall development.

The business association is commit-
ted to transforming North Columbia,
which is often overlooked when it comes
to business growth and development,
into a key destination and business hub
in the city of Columbia.

The goal of the group is not only to
enlist the participation of every North
Columbia business, but also to expand

the business base and improve the econo-
my and quality of lifein the district.

Membership is open to local busi-
ness professionals interested in “commu-
nicating to exchange ideas and seek solu-
tions for the betterment and improve-
ment of our business district and neigh-
borhood.

Monthly meetings are held every
second Thursday of the Month at 6:00
PM. in the Eau Claire Print Building,
3907 Ensor Avenue.

For more information about the
North Columbia Business Association,
contact Sabrina Odom at 331-2931 or
929-0980.

ECCC Executive Director’ s Report Cont. from Page 7

But our resources are limited. We are
atwo-person office most of the time.
Volunteers are hard to come by. And,
unless our community faces a serious
issue, we are hard-pressed for willing
minds or bodies or pocketbooks.
Grassroots organizations like the Eau
Claire Community Council require all
three to survive.

Facing a bad economy and a short-
age of human resources, the Council was
closed during the month of July. We have

not published an issue of The New
Survey since April, but hope to be back
on schedule with this issue.

The Executive Committee met on
August 18 to discuss plans for the future
of the organization. We'll talk about
some suggestions that came out at that
meeting at our next Quarterly Meeting of
the Council on August 25. Won't you
come forward to share your time and tal-
ent for a better community?

Eau Claire Rotary elects new
officers for 2009-2010

The Eau Claire rotary Club installed new officers in July at their monthly break-
fast meeting. Pictured above are: Benetta Bell, Secretary; Shirley Furtick,
Treasurer; Dean Slade, past president; Delores Cauthen, President, John
Halloran, Sergeant at Arms; and Ebony Woods, president-elect. The Eau Claire
Rotary Club is involved in a variety of service projects involving youth at Eau
Claire High School, the Carolina Children’s Home, and in fostering business
and community activities in North Columbia. For more information, contact

Delores Cauthen at 206-5860.
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FYI.

City Council Meeting Dates

August 5 Council Meeting/Public Hearing - 9:00 A.M.- Council Chambers
August 12 Work Session - 9:00 A.M.- Council Chambers

August 19 Council Meeting - 9:00 A.M.- Council Chambers

September 2 Council Meeting/Public Hearing - 9:00 A.M.- Council Chambers

September 9 Budget Committee - 9:00 A.M. - Council Chambers
September 16 ~ Council Meeting - 9:00 A.M.- Council Chambers
Zoning Public Hearing - 10:00 A.M.- Council Chambers

For more information and other City of Columbia events:
visit the City of Columbia online a www.columbiasc.net
or contact the City Clerk at 545-3045

Richland County Council Meeting Dates

No County Council Meetings in August

September 1 Regular Session - 6:00 PM. - Council Chambers
September 15 Regular Session - 6:00 PM. - Council Chambers
September 22 Committee Meetings - 5:00 PM.

September 22~ Zoning Public Hearing - 7:00 PM. - Council Chambers

For more information and a complete schedule of County Boards & Commissions:

visit Richland County online at www.richlandonline.com
or call 576-2062

Richland One School Board Meeting Dates

August 25 Regular Session - 7:00 PM. - Hopkins Middle School
September 8 Regular Session - 7:00 PM. - Stevenson Administration Building
September 22 Regular Session - 7:00 PM. - Bradley Elementary School

Visit Richland One online at www.richlandone.org

Elected Officials representing
Eau Claire / North Columbia

Rep. James Clyburn U.S. House Dist. 202-225-3315 799-1100
Sen. John L. Scott, Jr. S.C. Senate Dist. 19 733-5176 212-6048
Rep. Chris Hart S.C. House Dist. 73 771-7701

Rep. Todd Rutherford S.C. House Dist. 74 799-8633 256-3003
Rep. Leon Howard S.C. House Dist. 76 734-3061 254-9468
Rep. Joe McEachern S.C. House Dist. 77 735-1808 212-6875
Hon. Paul Livingston Richland Co. Dist. 4 765-1192 738-7655
Hon Gnvendolyn Kemedy  Richland Co. Dist. 7 240-4572

Hon. Robert D. Cable Mayor of Columbia 545-3075

Hon. Sam Davis City Council District 1 754-0525 898-9758
Hon. Tameika | saac City Council At-Large 779-0312 254-8868
Hon. Dan Rickenmann  City Council At-Large 787-7126 254-2445
Mrs. Barbara Scott Richland OneAt-Large 254-0726 799-2001
Mr. Vince Ford Richland OneAt-Large 735-0405 799-2001
Mrs. Susie Dibble Richland OneAt-Large 771-7613 799-2001
Dr. Jasper Salmond Richland One Seat 1 765-2795 799-2001
Mr. Jamie Devine Richland One Seat 2 699-5324 799-2001

Richland One Office 231-7000

NEY=ar ge

from At-Large City Councelor Tameika Isaac-Devine

2007-2008 Financial Audit is complete

In keeping with city council’s promise for an more open and
transparent government, we now have the city financial information
on the City of Columbia web site. You can go to www.columbi-
asc.net/Finance and view the city’s Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report (CAFR) and monthly revenue and expense
reports.

The city’s 07-08 Audit has been completed and the work on
the 08-09 Audit has begun. The 08-09 Audit is scheduled to be
completed by December 09, which will put the city back on sched-

ule for timely audits.

Once the 07-08 Audit has been presented to council, it will be available on the
city’s web site at www.columbisc.net

Remember, the city’s monthly financial statements are also available on line.

City of Columbia Police Department Awarded over
$2.8 Million in Grants

The City of Columbia Police Department has been awarded $2,829,132 for the
funding of 18 Columbia Police Officer positions from the COPS Hiring Recovery
Program Grant (CHRP)under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
Nearly, 7,300 CHRP applications requesting over 39,000 officers and $8.3 billion in
funds were submitted.

The officers to be hired from CHRP Grants will be used to continue our the
Columbia Police Department’s Community Policing efforts. As the officers are hired
through the CHRP, they will be added to one of the department’s regions.

The Columbia Police Department currently has 353 sworn officers. This addition
will further Council’s commitment to increasing the number of our police force over a5
year period.

To view details regarding or the awards and use of Federal stimulus funds for the
City of Columbia go to city web site at www.columbiasc.net

NLC Discount Prescription Card Program

The City of Columbiais now offering FREE prescription discount drug cards to the
public. The idea for thisinitiative was discovered during a National League of Cities
(NLC) Conference that was attended by members of Columbia City Council. As aresult
of the partnership between the City of Columbia and the NLC, and a resolution that was
approved by City Council, thousands of citizens will save money on their purchases of
prescription drugs. The City of Columbiais engaging in this initiative to benefit the
community as aresult of rising health care costs. Because the City is a partner of the
NLC, City leaders are proud to endorse this program and distribute these cards to citi-
zens of Columbia and the Midlands area

Enrollment is free. Thereis no limit on how many times the card can be used, and
there are no age or income requirements. Using this card can save customers up to
20% off of the regular retail price of prescription drugs that are not covered by insur-
ance. With the increase in the unemployment rate and the price of prescriptions, this
program will benefit citizens throughout the nation. Nine out of 10 pharmacies accept
the discount card, and one card is redeemable per household/family.

For information on card pickup locations and participating pharmacies
visit www.columbiasc.net.

Feel free to contact me at 803-254-8868 or log on to www.tameikai saacdevine.com.
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Richland County Celebrates Efforts
to be Green & Beautiful

Do you have a prize winning lawn
or garden? Does your green thumb pro-
duce beautiful landscapes? Richland
County isinviting residents to put their
gardens to the test by applying for the
Richland County Appearance
Commission's 2009 Appearance Counts
Awards.

In an effort to bring “ beautification”
awareness to our citizens, the Richland
County Appearance Commission will be
giving appearance awards to citizens
who have displayed beautification, land-
scaping and revitalization effortsin their
neighborhoods and communities.

This year’s categories include front
yard beautification and sustainability

efforts such as creative composting, edi-
ble gardens and being water wise. Green
thumbs can apply for the award by filling
out and submitting the 2009 A ppearance
Counts Application on line at
www.rcgov.us. For a printed application,
call 576-2062 or 576-2065.

Winners will receive a gift certifi-
cate to continue their landscaping efforts
and attend a Richland County Garden
Party. Applications are due by Friday,
September 25, 2009 and can be returned
to the Richland County Office of Public
Information.

For more information contact the
Office of Public Information at 576-2062
or 576-2065 or email us at pio@rcgov.us

Gamma Nu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporaed Donates To Project Hope

The Gamma Nu Omega Chapter of
Alpha KappaAlpha Sorority,
Incorporated donated cell phones and
fans to the Richland County Sheriff’s
Department Project Hope—Helping Our
Precious Elderly.

The cell phones will be programmed
to call 911 for emergency purposes and
the fans are provided to seniors without
air conditioning. Project Hope workers
make weekly calls, visit senior and dis-
able citizens each month. During these
home visits, officers perform a variety of

functions such as safety checks,
installing smoke detectors, replacing
smoke detector batteries and affix street
numbers on homes so emergency person-
nel and other programs such as meals on
wheels can locate them. This is the sec-
ond year that the Gamma Nu Omega
Chapter has participated with Project
Hope. Thisinitiative was coordinated by
Tonya Hart, Community Service
Chairman and Mary Miller-McClellan
under the leadership of Kimberly T.
Smith, Chapter President.

Richland County offers property tax

assi stance

The Richland County Treasurer's
Office is sending delinquent tax notices
by mail to taxpayers who have not paid
real estate and personal property taxes
due in January 2009. Though revenues
remain constant with last year, there is an
increase in the number of delinquent real
estate taxes this year compared to last
year.

“The people who' ve always paid
their taxes on-time are still doing so,”
stated Treasurer David A. Adams. “But
due to the economy, | am worried that
folks who are delinquent could have a
harder time paying their taxes before the
tax sale in December. We can't change
how much is owed, but we can help peo-
ple by giving them options on how they
pay their taxes,” Adams added.

For delinquent taxpayers, the
Richland County Treasurer’s Office still
offers assistance. The Richland County
Treasurer’s Office is the only onein
South Carolina where people can make
installment payment arrangements

for delinquent taxes.

“We are trying everything possible
to keep people from going through the
tax sale,” Adams said. “ Our office wants
to help, but we can’'t do anything for the
people who don't reach out to us. If folks
need us, they need to call us now.”

The Richland County Treasurer's
Office was a so the first to offer install-
ment payments in advance of next year’s
tax bills (where the Treasurer’s Office
acts as an escrow agent for the taxpayer).

To find out about the ways the
Richland County Treasurer's Office can
help, call 576-2250 (ext. 2).

For More Information contact
Treasurer David A. Adams, at 576-2275

Summary of County Property Payments
Red Estate Red Estate Percet

Properties  Ddinguert  Delinquent
2008 164,296 14,872 9.05%
2007 161,020 13,822 8.58%
2006 155,382 14,176 9.12%
2005 150,956 12,655 8.38%

Advertisement of Vacancies

The City of Columbia is accepting applications to fill vacancies on the
Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.

The purpose of the board is to hear appeals of decisions of the Building

Richland County Hospitality Tax Reduced to 1%

Effective Wednesday, July 1, 2009,
Richland County’s Hospitality Tax, a
two-percent (2%) tax on prepared food
and drinks, was cut in half to one-percent
(1%) on the dollar. The reduction is
scheduled to last for two years while a
temporary vehicle feeisin place to sus-
tain mass transit service in Richland
County.

The reduction will apply only to
establishments located in unincorporated

Richland County. The Hospitality Tax
will remain at two-percent (2%) within
the corporate limits of Columbia,
Blythewood, Forest Acres and Arcadia
Lakes. Hospitality Tax rates in Eastover
and Irmo (Richland County portion) will
remain at one-percent (1%).

For more information, contact the
Richland County Office of Public
Information at 576-2065 or 576-2067.

. ™

Official as he/she applies the provisions of the International Building Code.
The board of appeals shall consist of members who are qualified by experi-

ence and training to pass on matters pertaining to building construction.

There are nine (9) vacancies:
- Structural Engineer - Mechanical Engineer - Architect (2)
- Heating & Air Conditioning Contractor - At-Large (2) - Alternates (2)

All applicants must reside within the Columbia city limits.

The term of office is four (4) years.
Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month, as needed.

The deadline to apply is Friday, August 28, 2009.

For applications and more information contact the City Clerk’s Office at
(803) 545-3045 or send an e-mail request to cityclerk@columbiasc.net.
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Richland One, State

M useum announce sci-
ence education partner-
ship

Thanks to a new partnership with
the South Carolina State Museum,
Richland One students and their teachers
will have learning and training opportu-
nities that are out of this world.

The State Museum’s $23.5 million
Windows to New Worlds facility expan-
sion project will put the museum on the
cutting edge of science education, and
Richland One students and teachers will
be among the first to benefit from it.

State Museum Director Willie
Calloway and Richland One
Superintendent Dr. Percy Mack signed
the partnership agreement in Junel.

“Once the museum’s Windows to
New Worlds project is completed, stu-
dents in classrooms across Richland One
will have access to the nation’s first inte-
grated online observatory, digital dome
planetarium, 4-D theater and a vast col-
lection of astronomy research, maps and
materials,” Calloway said.

“Teachers and students will have
unparalleled access to state-of-the-art sci-
ence technology that can introduce our
public schools to the universe on a scale
unimagined until now,” he said. “New
tools for learning from local school
classrooms and through field trips to the
museum will equip our schools to offer
learning technologies that will engage
young minds, create and sustain interest
in hands-on learning and promote suc-
cessful completion of public school edu-
cation.”

Through the partnership, the State
Museum will provide professional devel-
opment and student educational pro-
grams in astronomy and earth systems
science, as well as on-site and distance
learning programming in science, engi-
neering, technology and math at no cost
to the district. Richland One will provide
technology integration through model
classrooms equipped to receive content
from the museum’s new observatory, col -
lections and other distance-learning
offerings.

Mack said the goal isto start with
the district’s A+ Schools—W.A. Perry,
Gibbes Middle, Alcorn Middle, Eau
Claire High and C.A. Johnson High—
and later expand participation to other
district schools.

“We are excited about this collabora-
tion with the State Museum and the
unique learning opportunities that
Windows to New Worlds will offer our
students,” Mack said. “There will be

other Charles Boldens because of this
opportunity for our children to dream
beyond where they live, work and play.”

President Barack Obama recently
named Bolden, a former astronaut and
retired Marine Corps general, as his
choice to run NASA. Bolden attended
Carver Elementary (now Carver-Lyon
Elementary), W.A. Perry Junior High
(now W.A. Perry Middle) and C.A.
Johnson High.

The State Museum plans to open its
new science education facility in 2011.
The City of Columbiais providing finan-
cial support to the museum for the proj-
ect.

“1 am proud that the City of
Columbia s part of this project because
it commits this city to the future success
of its youth in our public schools to par-
ticipation in the advancement of science
and the continued devel opment of educa-
tional attractions in our community,” said
City Councilman E.W. Cromartie I1.

For more information about the part-
nership between Richland One and the
State Museum, contact Karen York in the
Richland One Office of Communications
at 231-7504.

Project Care and Healing
Properties seek commu-
nity support to tackle

homel essness

Project CARE and Healing
Properties Inc., a nonprofit organization
that provides permanent supportive hous-
ing to the disabled homeless, are partner-
ing to provide necessary household items
to 38 housing unitsin Richland County
during ajoint renovation blitz on
Saturday, August 29, 2009. This project
is designed to tackle homelessness by
providing newly renovated and safe
housing for citizens throughout Richland
County.

To this end, Project CARE is seek-
ing help from the community to assist
them in furnishing the Healing Properties
various housing sites. Items needed for
the renovation blitz include: Paint, linen,
blinds, furniture, small appliance, and
other housing necessities.

Donations can be dropped of f at
Healing Properties main office at 2711
Middleburg Drive, Suite 305, Columbia
S.C. For more information, call Amberly
Neshitt at 803-201-]3233.

Richland County, SC. Healing
Properties was established in 2001 and
has provided housing for more than 200
individuals and families. For more infor-
mation, visit
www.healingpropertiessc.org.

Columbia Shalom Receives Literacy
Grant from Sisters of Charity

Eau Claire Shalom Ministries Co-
chairman Wiley Cooper, announced in
June that EC Shalom has received a
$25,000 grant award from the Sisters of
Charity Foundation to address literacy,
one of the root causes of poverty.

Afterschool Program of Columbia
College, and the Greater Columbia
Literacy Council. College Place United
Methodist Church provides meeting
space for EC Shalom Ministries, and
tutoring space for the TEC Reading

The Tutorid.
grant will The
allow College
Shalom Place
Ministries Community
literacy out- Council
reach, Tutor partnered
Eau Claire, with Eau
to pilot a Claire
Family Shalom
Literacy Ministries
Clinicin the to secure a
Eau Claire CCN grant
community for $9,000
surrounding to fund
College ) ] ) TEC tutor
Place UMC. Tracey Ely (center) is presented a Sisters of Charity  ; pends for

The Foundation (SoCF) 2009 Responsive Grant by Tom  5q99 TEC
project will Keith, president of SoCF, and Kevin Hall, board provides its
provide1) ~ chair tutoring
intensive servicesto

reading intervention for children enrolled
in the Family Literacy Clinic, 2) Family
Literacy activities two nights per month,
3) parenting skills workshops, and 4)
parent literacy support. The grant will
make it possible for TEC to expand its
capacity to deliver a quality literacy pro-
gram in a sustainable manner.

Tracey Ely, Director of Tutor Eau
Claire and project manager, will seek the
support of many community agencies to
provide services to families struggling
with literacy.

The 2009 report from the National
Center for Learning Disabilities reveals
that families with learning disabilities are
twice as likely to live in poverty as those
without learning disabilities, and children
of functionaly illiterate parents are twice
as likely to become functionally illiter-
ate, themselves. Eau Claire Shalom
Ministries believes it is important to
reach out to these struggling families and
provide away for adults to improve
reading skills and job skills, so they can
provide better for their families and give
their children hope for the future. The
Sisters of Charity Foundation grant
recipients were chosen because

Community partners supporting the
TEC literacy outreach effortsin Eau
Claire include College Place United
Methodist Church, the College Place
Community Council, and the Clubhouse

the Clubhouse Afterschool Program of
Columbia College, through its 21st
Century Learning Center Grant. In addi-
tion, the Greater Columbia Literacy
Council will continue to provide valu-
able support as adult literacy consultants,
while its Rolling Readers program will
provide volunteer tutor training and chil-
dren's reading materials.

TEC Director/Project Manager,
Tracey Ely, is a certified teacher in SC,
isacertified instructor in the Wilson
Reading System, and an Associate in the
Academy of Orton-Gillingham
Practitioners and Educators. She is under
supervision of Dr. Sally King, AOGPE
Fellow, and is qualified to teach reading
to students with dyslexia. Mrs. Ely isa
tutor trainer for Rolling Readers of the
Midlands, and an experienced grant
writer. She holds a site license for Barton
Reading System, a respected Orton-
Gillingham-based program for training
tutors and parents, and she has had
extensive training in Project Read, an
Orton-Gillingham-based curriculum that
covers phonology, written expression and
reading comprehension skills.

Mrs. Ely has coordinated successful
summer programs and &f ter school tutarials
involving parentsfar the pag deven yeas.
Sheis aresident and vdunteer reading
tutar in the Eau Clairecommunity.
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The story of Mrs. Squash and other
summer vacaion tales

Kids get creative in summer program

by Becky Bailey

Remember those “What | Did This
Summer” essays we were assigned on
our first days back to school each fall?
Often mourning the sleep-overs with
friends, the trips to the grandparents’, the
preteen crushes at summer camp, those
old essays often languished in the loss of
of summers filled with idle hours and
free time to daydream.

Fast-forward to the Summer of
20009. Idle
hours?

Daydreaming?

Not likely for a

host of North

Columbia stu-

dents who

engaged in a

number of sum-

mer programs.

Onetiny trio of

young girls, all

enrolled in a

program called

W.R.LLTE. (XXXXXXXXX) spent
several weeks this summer with
Katie Riley, director of Jump
Start University, Too!, honing
their reading and writing skills.

For one week, | was asked
to offer some “ newspaper writ-
ing” tips to the young ladies.
Each was asked to interview
someone in the class. Following
are highlights of their stories.
WiIth this kind of talent, they
will all have avery bright
future!

me, “ | might be gone on to glory to
meet my Lord.”
But for now, Mrs. Squash says sheis
happy to be living and being successful
with her business.

Madison, the Eight-Y ear-Old
by Perlice Livingston
| am going to tell you about

Madison Tyler. Madison is eight years

old and she goes to H.B. Rhame Jr.
Elementary School.
Madison loves socia stud-
ies and health class

Sheisnice.

Madison said that
when she grows up sheis
going to college. That will
be the year 2020 when she
will be 19.

Top: Katie Riley (Mrs. Squash) is inter-
viewed by Essence Tyler. Below Perlice
Livingston listens as Madison Tyler

Our Youth. Qur Rture.

Eau Claire “Promise Zone” gaining

momentum

College Place Community Council’s
(CPCC) Education Committee’s promise
that every child born to the neighbor-
hood would graduate from college is
gaining momentum. In fact, the group
which has based its unique effort on the
successful Harlem Children’s Zone
(HCZ), has expanded its promise to sev-
eral elementary schoolsin the area and
has received the support and guidance of
the HCZ CEO Geoffrey Canada and his
brother, Daniel, who just happens to live
in Columbia.

In addition, the group’s efforts have
attracted the attention of advertising
executive Bud Ferillo whose “Corridor
of Shame” documentary shed light on the
condition of many poor South Carolina
school districts. Ferillo and Associates
has come on board to assist with market-
ing, public relations and fund raising.

Catharine Aitken, coordinator for the

project, said the effort will include 13
North Columbia neighborhoods in Phase
1 with future plans to involve more. A
conservative projected estimate of chil -
dren served from birth to age 23 in this
geographic areaisjust over 3,000,
Aitken said.

Already, Richland County First
Steps has received funding from the
Central Carolina Community Foundation
to conduct a needs assessment for the
project, and United Way, Columbia Parks
& Recreation, Richland School District 1
and the Eau Claire Community Council
are contributing resources and support
for the effort.

For more information, to volunteer
and/or to assist with the development of
the Eau Claire Promise Zone, contact
Catharine Aitken, at 834-6112 or
catharinecroft@yahoo.com

reads her essay. The girls participated
A Vegetable Lady in the in a summer program called W.R.I.T.E.
Roots of Africa designed to improve their reading and
by Essence Tyler writing skills.

The person | interviewed
was Mrs. Lilly Turquoise, but after mar-
riage, her last name became “ Squash.”
(More on that later).

When Mrs. Squash was young, she
attended Booker T. Washington High
School where her favorite subject was
writing because she could write many
stories in Columbia and send them to her
sister in Nigeria, Africa.

In the year 2020, Mrs. Squash will
be 86 years old and plansto bein
Columbia where she will be working at
“Food for the People,” a vegetable stand
her family (The Squashes) owned for
five generations! “Or,” Mrs. Squash told

The Girl Who Loves Math
by Madison Tyler

| am going to tell you about this girl
named Perlice Livingston. Perliceis
eight years old and sheisin the third
grade at Watkins Nance Elementary
School. Perlice's favorite subject is math
because she likes to learn to add and sub-
tract.

When Perlice grows up, she wants to
be alawyer. In the year 2020, she will be
in college studying law on trespassing.
But she will also be studying math, sci-
ence and socia studies.

Area educator says, “Put Parents

First”

After 22 years as an educa
tor in New York and South
Carolina, North Columbia resi-
dent Mia lsaac has put into book
form her lifelong mission of
involving parents in the educa-
tion of their children. Put
Parents Firgt, is designed to
empower parents to be co-teach-
erswith all of those who are edu

cating their children.

Inspired by the words of SC
Educational Association
President Sheila Gallagher who
said, “our children can no longer
be educated to become factory
workers,” Isaac provides a guide
for successful parental involve-

ment which includes components
for anyone “ educating the future working
class citizen.”

Don’'t miss out! Your students,Your
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews
and neighbors need this book.

To receive your copy, send $29.95
plus $2.50, shipping & handling ( Apply

sales tax according to your area) to:
IGIA Publishing & Distributing
Company, Post Office Box 3688,
Columbia, SC 29230. E-mail: igiapub-
lis@sc.rr.com

For more information, contact
Daniel Jamison at 803-760-0249
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Tuesday, August 18

Eau Claire Community Council
Quarterly Meeting. 6:30PM., Eau
Claire Print Building.

Saturday, August 22

Heaven on Earth Crusade 7:00
P.M. Columbia Metropolitan Convention
Center. A night filled with praise and
worship and empowering messages that
will demonstrate the power of diversified
backgrounds coming together to experi-
ence “Heaven on Earth.” MC Jonathan
Rush, Keynote speaker Adrian
Moldovan, and artists Jim Cole, Jonathan
Nelson, JJ Hairston. For more info call
603-9753 or write adrianmoldovanmin-
istry@yahoo.com.

Thursday, August 27
Columbia Council of
Neighborhoods (CCN) monthly
meeting. 5:30 PM., Eau Claire Print
Building.

Thursday, August 27

Historic Columbia Lantern
Tour Hampton-Preston Mansion, 1615
Blanding Street, 8:00 PM. 252.1770, ext.
24 for more information.

September 10-12
Jubilee: Festival of Heritage
Mann-Simons Cottage, 1403 Richland

Street. 252.1770, ext. 24 for more info.
Visit www.historiccolumbia.org for more
events.

Keep the Midlands Beautiful is
selling Earth Machine compost bins for
$50. Call 733-1139 to schedule atime to
pick up abin.

Sonoco Recyding now offers free
shredding to any resident or business,
Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M.
to 4:00 PM. You can even watch your
paper being shredded! Sonoco Recycling
is located in Columbia at 1132 Idlewilde
Boulevard, off of Bluff Road.

The Richland Conservation
District is sdlling rain barrel systems
for $90 each. To purchase arain barrel,
contact Charlie Fisher at 475-2080 or
fisherc@rcgov.us.

- Cdll for Crafters -
Crafters of Holiday-themed items
(arnaments, wreathes etc.) and gift items
areinvited to submit gpplicaion for

Saturday, December 5, 2009
Eau ClarePrint Buildng
vidt www.eauclairecommunity.org or
cdl, 803-454-0088.

Ribs & Renalssance: the
start of a new North
Columbia tradition

More than 3000 visitors
enjoyed sunny skies, great
food and a variety of arts and
entertainment events at Ribs
& Renaissance in May.
Enlisting the talents of the
area’s arts community, the
festival has sparked the inter-
est of Midlands-area residents
who want more activities to
showcase local performing
and visua artists.

Sponsored by the Eau
Claire Community Council
and the City of Columbia,
R&R 2010 isin the planning
stages and seeks volunteers,
performers and exhibitors.
For more information, call
454-0088 or visit www.eau-
clairecommunity.org

Send news of your Community Eventsto: The New Survey, 830
Wildwood Avenue, Columbia, SC 29203 or, via e-mai to: thenewsurvey@aol.com.
Publication Deadline is the third Monday of each month.




